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How These Fierce Fight--

I ers Are Battling for the
I Cause of Great Britain
I Their Origin and Fight- -

II ing Qualities.
never In the history of

PERHAPS Empire has a
vital to Its integrity and

Its prestige been
1 thrust upon the people of that country
I as that involved by the present war.
I For two centuries her commerce has
Iff surpassed that of any other nation,
8 her flag has been seen In even- - prL
IB her ships have been the carriers of

Ijtj the products of every land and her
sons have Inhabited the farthermost

M parts of the earth. Her colonies arc
located in every clime and every hem-
isphere, and her governmental policy
has been felt everywhere. Her rule,
on the whole, has been benevolent and
beneficial so much so that a feeling
of loyalty to the Homo Country has
steadfastly grown among the natives
of India and other lands, and today
in her hour of need, when England's
standing among tho nations is threat-
ened with humiliation, these native;
are responding In large numbers and
with great enthusiasm and genuine
patriotism to the cry for help.

India, a nation with entirely differ-
ent racial Instincts and traditions, with
a different culture, religion, civiliza-
tion and governmental policy a na-
tionI one century ago the very anti-
thesis of England Is offering up her
sons on the battlefields of Europe in
England's defense as willingly and
with equal as the Mother
Country herself.

Caste In Tho Army.
In Europe, as we know, every able

IP7-- "m

bodied man, given food and arms, Is
a fighting man of some sort somo
better, somo worse, but still as cap-
able of bearing arms as any other of
his nationality. But In India, where
caste prevails, only a certain class of
People may bear arms Tho others,
even if they havo tho requisite phy-
sical courage, may not become sol-
diers. Tho existence of this condition
complicates the enlistment in Indiaas it renders any form of a levy en
masso impossible. Tho soldiers of
India must come from the descendants
of the ancient Aryan races who in-
vaded India in prehistoric times,
such as a Rajput and Brahman, who
for practical purposes may bo divid-
ed Into two distinct classes ono com-
prising the peoplo of Hindustan andof the Punjab, and the other theraces of Jats (from whom tho Sikhsarc descended) and the Gujars, tho
Pathans and tho Moguls of Iudla. tho
Pathan and Afghan of the frontier
hills and tho Gurkhas.

Gurkas Win Battle In 187S.
The Sikhs and tho Gurkhas are the

best known fighting men that is. mn
who have over and over again stood
tho test of loyalty to Great Britain
During the war of that nation against
tho Afghans there was a night as- -
sault on the Pelwar Kotal one night
in December, 1S7S. This attack has
become famous In history on account
of tho precipitous mountain which
was scaled during tho night In order
to command tho road and make th j

attack. Lord-Rober- ts, who died dur-
ing tho early part of tho war while
"looking over the situation" in Franco,
was in command at the time of this
outbreak. His forces were made up
of a regiment of Highlanders, a regi-
ment of Gurkhas and two regiments
of Punjab Infantry- - It was a moon-
light night and tho enemy soon dis-
covered Lord Roberts' mon. The ac-
tion camo before dawn when tho Gurk-
has suddenly sprang ahead of their
Scotch comrades and swarmed over
tho Afghan entrenchment and bay-
oneted all who stood before them
Then they hurried to the second en-
trenchment with the same result, and
the battle was won They are much
smaller in stature than the Sikhs yet
the critics of European soldiery who
have made a study of the Indiantroops declare that tho Gurkhas aro
equal to the best soldiers now with
the Allies. They are absolutely fear-
less and are known as tho world's
finest Infantry

At pre&ent about twenty-fiv- e thou- -
'

sand of these men are with the allied
armies, and several of their encount-
ers with the .Germans havo been
chronicled as splendid examples ofpcisonal bravery. One of the Engll.sh
officers recently llkoned thorn to fight-
ing bantam roosters, being far moreiglle than the largo fighting cocks

and as usual being frequently suc-
cessful. Tho Gurkhas havo a habit
of creeping along quietly and then
making a suddon bayonet chargo di-

rectly In front of tho enemy.' The
surprise generally upsets the disQlplino
of the enemy and beforo order Is re-- !

stored tho Gurkhas get in their work
with tho bayonets. "When In close
quarters with tho enemy they are
fierce fighters and show little or no
mercy.

Sikhs.
Tho Sikhs are of an entirely dif-

ferent type tall, athletlo and high
spirited. They aro model fighting
men. It is hardly correct to speak of
them as a distinct race, for they arc-reall-y

a religious sect which started
as a persecuted set of reformers who
finally becamo a powerful body em
bracing many of the Hindu tribes and
tho races of the Punjab. A Sikh Is
baptized into his sect, not born Into
It, for no man Is a Slkh until he ha
been baptized. Their faith is austere

demanding a most vigorous e.

But many of tho young
men prefer to grow up as ordlnarj
Hindus, and lead a comparatively easy
life, frco from the arduous restric-
tions of any special religious creed or
soct which fastens Its exacting regi-
men upon so many of this casto rid-
den country.

After Great Britain's declaration of
war many men applied for baptism
as Sikhs, but only those whose life
had been lived according to tho slmplo
tonots wore accepted. No

man la admitted to the Sikh
regiments of the Indian Army. Here-
tofore tho military roputation of this
&cct, so far as tho English are con-corne- d,

dates from the Indian Mutiny
when tho Sikhs flocked to tho Union
Jack. Since that timo they have
served England In Abyssinia, Afghan-
istan. Chitral and Africa. They bore
tho brunt of the British campaign in
Somallland, In one instance a detach-
ment of two hundred falling to the
last man sooner than surrender to
overwhelming numbers. They are ab-
solutely fearless and stand ready to
die at any time to save their com-
mander.

Sa-ve- Lord Roberts.
Lord Roberts used to tell a story

which illustrated this particular trait
During ono of his campaigns ho found
himself In a very dangerous position
and oeforo he could move he was
struck In the hand by a bullet. He
heard a cry of alarm behind him and
turning saw that onTT of his Slkh'
orderlies had stretched himself to his
full height with extended arms In or-
der that he might stop with his own
bodv nnv bullet that might do hart--
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to his commander. Thero wore six

of theso orderlies attached to Lord
Roberts --and ho makes special com-

ment on tho faithful attention of these
men.

This Is all tho more romarkable
from tho fact that England had two

wars with tho Sikhs during the con-

quest of India. The first occurred In

1345 when an army of them composed
of sixty thousand woll drilled troops
and moro than ono hundred guns in-

vested the British garrison In Feroze-por- c.

Thoro was a two days' battle
about this place in which although
tho Sikhs wero worsted they gave the
English a hand to hand fight long to
be remembered. In 18-1- the English
had another battlo with tho Sikhs.
This 'was fought at Aliwal, and the
mon of India again showed rcmark-abl- o

fighting qualities.
Tho final battle In Great Britain's

first war with tho Sikhs occurred on
February 10th, 184 G, at Sobraon, when
the British Lancers charged tho crack
riii.i. l.i mi., l.u 4 . A
OlMl uiikui xnu iu.Lk.ui iiucn uuviu
their rifles as not suiting their mettle
and advanced sword and shlold in
hand after tho manner of the ancient
warriors. Many of the Sikhs rushed
forth and singled out an Engll.sh man
for special combaL They were grad-
ually forced back by the British and
lost moro than ten thousand killed,
wounded and drowned in tho Sutlcj
Rivor. Even then they were not con-
quered, and they launched a second
war, murdering two English envoys
and raising an army of forty thousand
men. Tho British, twenty-fiv- e thou-
sand strong, mot them on tho famous
field of Gujcrat and won a complotc
victory- - One by ono the chiefs sur-
rendered their swords, and tho whole
of the Punjab came under tho British
flag. Then came the miraclo of loy-
alty for ever slnco that time not only
has thoro not been the slightest sign
of a rebellion but they havo fought
for England whoncver she has called
upon them to do so.

The Indian Army.
Tho Indian Aimy at present is com-

posed of about two hundred thousandmen. It Is made up of Infantry
cavalry and several mountain bat-
teries There Is no Indian artillery.
Each regiment has two cla&ses of off-
icers British and native, and tho linedrawn between them is severely keptEach class has Its own mess, and tho

British ofllcerfl however Junior In rank
are in control. Of tho natlvo soldiers
about thirty-fiv- e per conL aro Moham-mddan- s,

slxty-thre- o per cenL Hindus,
two per cent. Christians or Jews. Mo- - f
hammodans and Hindus are rarely
found in tho name regiment and never
in the same company. The service la

voluntary and thero is never a short- -

age of recruits, the bulk, of thorn be-

ing sons of men who nerved tho Brit- - j.

lsh Raj in their day. About one-thir- d

of the army Is composed of "class" J

xeglmcnts. These are roglments In

which all the men are of one race 1

and religion. Tho best soldiers of j

India are supposed to be the Moham- - I

medan. j
The men are allowed to llvo in the t

field tho same as they do at homo.
They have their own peculiar ways of i

killing a sheep, which Is their favorite
meat They do this by cutting the j
animal's throat with a knife so sharp
that there Is never any danger of fall- -
uro on the first blow. They build mud j
nvfini nnd nook their food In these- - )

queer perforated mud mounds. Eng- -

land has never meddled with the mode
of living of her Indian soldiers oxcept
as to sanitation Thero Is, however.
little difficulty about this and the clavs
of people from which tho army comes 'I
are cleanly. Jl

They have the greatest admiration r
for their British officers, for they aro If

fully aware that these officers are their
superiors as leaders in military af--
fairs. When it comes to obeying or- - '

dors they are machines of torrlflc forco
as has beon shown in many of the
bayonet charges mado by them. Not
a single act of cowardice has been
shown by tho Indian troops in facL j
the officers in many instances have
been compelled to discipline them for
foolhardy and senseless bravery such
as would mean certain death without i

any special results for the Allies.
Anxious To Capture The Kaiser.

When tho Sikhs arrived in the Allies'
camp they asked to bo shown pic- -

tures of the Kaiser declaring that they
were determined to capture him
up to the present time their efforts j

to take him prisoner or even to get 'J

a glimpse of the War Lord has proved 1

futile. 1

Apart from sending her men to ,

fight for the honor of Great Britain f
India has given liberally to tho war A

fund and to the Red Cross. j
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Quaint Little House of
Worship Near MtVer-- j
non One of the Historic!
Spots of America-Much- 1
Loved By Washington

I and His Family.
arc on foot to raise funds

PLANS donations from
In every section of theStates for an endowmentfor old Pohlck Church In vhchGeorge Washington worshiped as boyand rnan The quaint httlo houso ofworship 'near ML Vernon in Virginiadeserves to rank with the House ofBurgesses at Williamsburg and withPaneuil Hall. fU are tobe gathered toother In ordermay ot go the Qf no5elct.

!
TthIrfht?lr,Cha, P,a,ccs tho country.

one' of the rirst In
rm Vf.,U,e Th,rtcen Colonies. agS
tSi I1' CVe" before lh0 lm ''l Revolution. Is still in

i use.- -

i George Washington had a special
lhc Poh,ck Chrch H

; traveled there with his family an ,,
boy. seated in tho great family coach,and he continued u member of thrcongregation until his death. It vasduring his early life at Mt, Vernonthat the cdlflco threatened to crumbleand fall away: tho materials for it

rr

HI

building and furnishings had beenbrought from England many years
boforc. and during tho tlmo of the
Revolution It had been neglected to
the extent that a new church would
soon become a necessity for thechurchgoers of the neighborhood.

Planning A .Vou Cliuich.
Then It was that Washington, dur-

ing busy days at ML Vernon, found
time to plan a new ,Pohlck Church.He loved his church and Its peopleHe did not confine himself to beinga great American patriot, a statesmanand a soldier: he found timo for hireligion. One of the numerous out-standing facts to show that ho was aversatile man Is clearly brought out Inthe historical data that he alone-sketche-

and filled In the plan andspecifications for the new PohlckChurch- - These plans wore closely ad-hered to, and the old building wasbuilt over practically mado Into a
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now edifice according to tho plana
drawn by tho Father of His Coun-
try.

Tho long and honorablo life of
Pohick Church Is Interwoven with tho
history of Virginia, the American
Colonies and the United States. An-
other of tho master bplrlts of the
American i evolution who worshipod
there was Georgo Mason, one of tho
founders of tho Republic. In the
venerable church sat representatives

of tho Fairfax family, and it would
seem no exaggeration to say that tho
Pohlck congregation did moro than
many great churches and as much as
any other church In tho Now World
to promote tho thought of liberty,
forco a severance with Great Britain
and carry tho American Revolution to
success. And this Is said not to un-
derrate tho Influence of some of the
churchgs In New England at that time.
Tho Pohlck Church, hidden away as

Xe Old '
&Wjryr2-Grocmc- ?

lit Is and a small thing to look upon
it a1Jhe,r1UaSc wheh all Americansthink of icverently. for to lookupon tho old walls recalls tho struggloof the national fathers and stimulatespatriotic sentimcnL

Where Church Gets Name.
The historic church takes its namofrom a little water coursd which rip-ples and struggles through tho near-by country. As might bo readilyguessed, it is one of tho old Indiannames: or at least tho early whitesettlers In the neighborhood foundthe Indians calling tho stream by aname which sounded to their oarsvery much like "Pohlck." The his-tory of tho church goes back to theyear of the birth of George Wash-ington 1732.
A framo church was built' on high

land looking down on the llttlo stream
and overlooking tho valley through
which tho creek winds its way fromtho hills of Fairfax county, Virginia
to tho Potomac Rivor. In that firstchurch of Pohick worshipod thoMasons, of Gunston Hall: the Fair-faxes, of Bolvoir; tho Washlngtons. ofML Vernon, and many other fom-illo- s.

Thoro camo a tlmo when tho con-- 1

sregatlon of the church was agitated
to a great extent concerning the re-
building of the house of worship. The
church had been several times re-
paired, and tho congregation becamosplit over the question of rebuilding
on the first site or the sotting up of
a new building on another site. Thepopulation of the parish had increasedand with the northerly movement oftho population up the Virginia bankof the Potomac River the old churchwas off the parish center. It was
convenient to Gunston Hall and thepeople of tho country living in what
Avas called "Gunston Neck" and Lor-to- n

Valley: It was within a reason-
able ride of Bolvoir and tho settlors"of the valley of Accotlnk Creek, but
it was a drive of about seven milesfrom the home of Georgo Washington.
So Washington was one of those whofavored the removal to another site.Ho pointed out a more central siteand then he prepared a map of theparish showing tho location of thohomes of members of the congregationto enforce his argumenL GeorgeMason was ono of those who opposedremoval, but the members of the con-gregation were won to the side of
vcu,mngion, and he selected a sit.on tho top of a rldgo commandinjextensive views north, south and westand about two miles nearer Ml Vcrnon than the site of tho first church

The New Building.
Construction of tho new churcrbuilding, which was of brick withlight sandstone trimmings and of thtsame design as another famous churchoften attended by Washington ChrislChurch In Alexandria. Virginia wasbegun In 17G8. and In 1773 the con-gregation moved into the new build-ing.
In tho changPs which fortune andmisfortune have brought to PohickChurch its records and Its relics werefar scattered. About fifteen years agothere was a reawakening of interestin the story and the troubles of thisold church, and records and fraemerits of records wero discovered incurious ways and places. Tho vestrvbook, containing tho names ofvestry in office at the time tho con!

KMf " t0k PR3eon of tho
uJr to

Br;fcand contaIlnff "ems rela"
construction of the build-ing wa found in tho archives of theNew Wk Historical Society

by that society to the congre-
gation of Pohlck Church.
wUhYhAr0 JVC Papcr cctedS& ht fmS bTfnTer'of

P map which GeorgeWashington mado. showing the
lfoVttie0t th mmbcrs- -

Nearly
5?i?6s hlv Te" uth0 Parishioners
sites of ?h

houses
oMKwated
forgotten

and the
Pohlck Church fen lnto h'ar1

between 1785 and 1835, because so
many of tho families that had attend- - j
ed it took pews In Christ Church.
Alexandria. A rector by tho name of I
Johnson, who had married tho daugh- - I
ter of Bushrod Washington, who sue- - t
ceeded to the proprietorship of ML j
Vernon after the death of Mrs. Wash- -
ington. put a good deal of love and
labor into Pohlck Church and congrc-gatio- n,

beginning about 1S35. The j.

roof of the building had fallen in and 1

It is said that sheep found sheltor in
the building and that cattle grazed In j
the churchyard. Much of the furni- - J

lure of the church, pews and the like, 1
disappeared, tombstones fell and were i
swallowed up In tho graveyard mold
or carted off for uso as doorsteps or
standing blocks before wells. Repairs '
were made, but the building had not )

seen the last of its troubles.
A War-Ridd- Territory. 1

Again, during the Civil War, the
church was abandoned. Men of the i

congregation wore off to war: thewomen were busy with their children j
and all of the farm work; it was im- - jl
possible to pay a minister, and there Jl
was no congregation. All excopt thu i:

a strong brick walls, planned by Wash- - 1
, Ington. fell again Into ruin. During

most of the war troops were stationed
. in tho neighborhood, and the sand- -

stone, facings of the doors and win- - 5

dows still show the carved names ofthe soldiers who found shelter in thei building.
i The territory wasv war-ridde- n, such ':

' as certain country is in Belgium and
i Poland today. At times tho church fwas within the Union lines, and again
' It was within tho Confederate lines l

It was usually used as an outpost or
a picket post, and even tho soldiers' Jhorses wero stabled there, the pews I
and floorings and every other bit of J
woodwork in the building having 6een
carried away by tho troops as fuel.

Some time after the war the church B
was again patched up for worship. It fit
was in the Jate 'sZ'a or about 1900 ii
that Mrs. Phoebo Hearst, one of the Wy

wealthy wojnen of tho country, be- - I1
came Interested in old Pohick Church. 7 fIt was discovered that tho brick build- - '
Ing was unfit for occupancy by the I
congregation and Mrs. Hearst gave 1
them a tomporary place of worship - 8closo by., That frame building is S
called Hearst Hall.

Public attention being called to the - Jruinous condition of the church, pa- - $
trlotlc people 'subscribed onough to 8

l n
J new4roo and provide new , g

' thn th0 Nfh? daughters of '
RvoluUon d the Colonial . H

Dames have restored the interior of H$
S?? XT ' P!H in h,Sh-bke- d pews. ,1 f

? r,ISl?al Pattern rk!nC ( 4places ,of tho Washington. Fair- - JS ?u Ma3n Pews' aa'd installing ,
X !? PUlpIt Wh,ch V a feature A

Episcopal churches of Colonial J
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